Column 2 confirms the observation so often repeated that the first confinement is the most dangerous, and also that the peril diminishes with each subsequent labour. In 9 cases the exact confinement was not recorded, but the fact that they were multiparas was ascertained.
In 15 cases the attack was recurrent. In 1 case the patient had suffered in a like manner after 3 previous confinements, in 4 cases from 2 previous attacks, and in 10 from 1. There is a female at present resident in the asylum who was the subject of an attack of puerperal insanity many years ago. She has subsequently suffered from derangement in the shape of acute mania on 6 occasions, but none of these could be traced to any form of so-called puerperal mania, although she has born several children in the interim. The attack for which she is now under treatment appeared five years after the birth of her last child. There are other instances of a like nature in the case-books of the asylum, which prove that en attack of puerperal insanity tends to produce a constitutional susceptibility to other forms of mental alienation.
In column 4 (on page 1026), you will find tabulated the period after birth at which insanity developed itself. Having gone perhaps rather too much into detail in the cases of pure puerperal insanity, I will run over more quickly the various columns of the table illustrating the insanity of lactation.
In this form also I must direct your attention to the large proportion of cases occurring after thirty years of age, and likewise to the rarity of the disease supervening on the first nursing, as seen in columns 1 and 2 of Table III. (p. 1028). Unluckily no record has been kept in 14 cases as to the nursing during which the attack appeared, but all these patients are spoken of as multipara;. In 2 of the cases where the insanity appeared during the first nursing, profuse hemorrhage had succeeded labour, and in 4 others the patient was described as a weak, phthisical, or an?emic woman.
Column 3 demonstrates the danger of too prolonged lactation; the very large proportion of cases having occurred after the sixth month of nursing. In only 41 cases do the books show the period of lactation at which insanity developed itself, the expression "during the last nursing" being merely used; but in every case the mental derangement is traceable to over-lactation. In not a few patients one labour had succeeded another so rapidly as to have weakened the constitution, and in others, the immunity from pregnancy sought for by keeping the child long at the breast, had been dearly paid for by an attack of insanity. 
